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Summary of the Evaluation of the Anglonordic Biotech Conference VI 
Venue: BERR Conference Centre, 1 Victoria Street, London 
Date: 23 April, 2009 
www.anglonordicbiotech.com 
 
ABC is the only biotech conference with focus on the Anglonordic regions! 
 

The Anglo-Nordic region continues to be one of the fastest growing biotech regions in the world. Already on its 
seventh consecutive year; the Anglonordic Biotech Conference provides the ideal one-stop opportunity to 
discover, collaborate and invest in this success. By invitation only, the select audience is restricted to drug 
discovery-, pharmaceutical and venture capital firms.  

The conference consists of four areas that have on-going activities simultaneously. The areas are; the Main 
Conference Room, Atlas Venture’s Investment Room, the One-to-One Meetings Area and the 
Exhibition/Lounge Area. 

The main aim of the conference is to promote and initiate partnerships, investment and alliances between the 
regions and provide information about the latest news on biotech funding and strategic partnering. 
 
On 23rd of April 2009, Ezenze, The Swedish and Danish Trade Councils, Innovation Norway, UK Trade 
& Investment and Atlas Venture organised the sixth Anglonordic Biotech Conference. This appreciated event 
was first held on the 1st of April 2004 at the DTI’s Conference Centre in London. 
 
In total 265 key decision makers from 185 biotechnology-, pharmaceutical- and venture capital companies 
attended the one-and-a-half-day-conference. 
 
The questionnaire was sent out to 205 delegates. In total 96 companies/delegates participated in this 
evaluation. 
 
The 96 companies attending this evaluation answered that thanks to the Anglonordic Biotech 
Conference they have together made 66 business deals and partnerships with other attending companies since 
the conference started 2004. This year the 96 companies together would do 435 follow-ups with other 
attending companies. 
 
Conference benefits included the newest partnering software that enabled participants to select and pre-
arrange meetings with the most suitable potential partners. In total the conference had 
145 pre-booked one-to-one meetings and assumable over 300 casual meetings were taking place in the lounge 
area. 
 
A big success 2009 was Atlas Venture’s Investment Room that offered 18 biotechnology companies the 
opportunity to do investment pitches towards an audience of 45 European Investment firms and 
pharmaceuticals. 
 
96 percent of the attending companies were very satisfied with the conference and said that they want to 
attend ABC VII in the spring 2010. 
 
Companies and organisations that supported the Anglonordic Biotech Conference VI: 
Gold Sponsors: Merck Sharp & Dome, Oslo Cancer Cluster 
Silver Sponsors: Scottish Development International, Invest in Sweden Agency, Biofocus DPI 
Media Partners: Biotech Sweden, Naturejobs, BioCentury, New Scientist, Pharmalicensing.com, Citigate Dewe 
Rogerson 
Supporting Sponsors: Aescap, Czech Invest, Innomedica, Outsourcing Clinical Trials, Thomson Reuters 
Organisers: Atlas Venture, Ezenze, UK Trade & Investment, Swedish Trade Council, Innovation Norway 
and the Danish Trade Council 
Partners: BioPartner.co.uk, London Biotechnology Network, Finnish Bioindustries, Sweden Bio 
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Programme in the Main Conference Room and in Atlas Venture´s 
Investment Room 

 
22nd of April ς  
Kick-off on the evening before the conference (18.30 ς 20-30) 
Drink Reception at the Danish Ambassador’s Residence in London  
 
23

rd
 of April - 

Conference Programme ς Main Conference Room 
 
09.00 ς 09.40 Registration 
09.40 ς 10.00 Welcome on behalf of the Chairman – Hans Boström, Director, Scientific Liaison Licensing and 
External Research, Europe, Merck Sharp & Dohme 
10.00 ς 10.45 Partnering pitches 

- Egalet – www.egalet.com 
- Akthelia – www.akthelia.com 
- Axcentua Pharmaceuticals – www.axcentua.com 

10.45 ς 11.25 External Basic Research – a new partnering strategy within MSD - Margaret Beer, Senior Director 
and Head Licensing and External Research, Europe, Merck Sharp & Dohme 
11.25 ς 12.45 Lunch – sponsored by Thomson Reuters 
12.45 ς 13.20 Oslo – a world class cancer cluster - Bjarte Reve, CEO, Oslo Cancer Cluster 
The potential of nasal drug delivery in cancer therapy - Colin Sheldrake, Head of Development, Optinose 
13.20 ς 13.50 Present status of stem cell therapies: what are the lower hanging fruit, what advances are 
expected with the new US governmental funding - Stephen Minger, Senior Lecturer in the Wolfson Centre for 
!ƎŜ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ŀǘ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ 
13.50 ς 14.35 Partnering pitches 

- Hunt Biosciences – www.huntbioscience.com 
- Silence Therapeutics – www.silence-therapeutics.com 
- Diagenic – www.diagenic.com 

14.35 ς 15.00 The Galapagos Alliance Model: Bringing innovation to pharma – Biofocus DPI Ltd, Heidi Pavliska, 
Associate Director, Business Development 
15.00 ς 15.25 Investment in Life Science – the ups and downs – last 12 month update – Mike Ward, Senior 
Editor, BioCentury 
15.25 ς 15.55 Creativity at work: Alternative financing structures fit for the current climate – Regina Hodits, 
Partner, Atlas Venture 
15.55 ς 16.15 Conclusions and Q&A 
16.15 ς 18.30 Afternoon Buffet and Drinks – sponsored by Ezenze Ltd 
 

Presenting companies ς !ǘƭŀǎ ±ŜƴǘǳǊŜΩǎ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ wƻƻƳ 
- 45 investment firms and pharmaceuticals attended the ABC VI 

 
Athera Biotechnologies, Sweden 
Karus Therapeutics, England 
Asterion, England 
Epitarget, Norway 
Cytox Group, England 
Algeta, Norway 
ITS Innovation, England 
Faron Pharmaceuticals, Finland 
Nexstim, Finland 

Algipharma, Norway 
NsGene, Denmark 
Santosolve, Norway 
Clavis Pharma, Norway 
Trojantec, England 
Meta-IQ, Denmark 
BioCis Pharma, Finland 
NovaBiotics, Scotland 
NiTech Solutions, Scotland
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1. What is your general impression of the Anglonordic Biotech Conference VI? 

 
Grade  Attendees 
1 0 
2 2 
3 7 
4 51 
5 36 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Grade      1= Poor     5=Excellent 
 
 
 
 

2. How do you rate the quality of the work performed by the organizers?
  
Grade  Attendees 
1 0 
2 1 
3 6 
4 45 
5 44 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Grade      1= Poor     5=Excellent 
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3. How do you rate the value of the contacts you have established during the 
conference? 
 
Grade  Attendees 
1 1 
2 7 
3 19 
4 48 
5 20 
No opinion 1 
 

 
 
 
 

Grade      1= Poor     5=Excellent 

 
 
 
4. Of the contacts you met, how many have you or will you do a follow-up 
on? 
 
Follow ups Attendees  
0 2 
1 4 
2 11 
3 18  
4 11 
5 19 
6 5 
7 2 
8 6 
9 2 
10 6 
11 2 
12 2 
No opinion  6 
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5. Do you expect that your company will be (or have already signed) any deals 
or partnerships as a result of your participation at the ABC VI (or earlier 
ABC:s)? 
 
Yes 30  
No 7 
Don’t know 59 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.1 If yes - how many deals and partnerships?  
 
Deals Attendees  
1 13 
2 8 
3 2 
4 4 
5 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. Would you be interested in participating at the ABC VII in April/May 2010?
  
Yes  92 
No    1 
Don´t know   3 
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Official statements 
 
 
Professor Nicholas Barnes, CEO, Celentyx Ltd 
Very pleasant and friendly conference with an excellent spectrum of companies represented.  
 
Dr Anders Weber, Board member, RSP Systems A/S 
The format of a one day conference at a convenient location is great. The event is refreshingly simple and 
efficient! 
 
Rob Pinnock, Director Scientific Liaison, Merck & Co 

We sponsor this because it is a productive meeting at a good time of the year. 
 
Kieran Rooney, Managing Director, Halo BioConsulting Ltd 
Few events in the European biotech calendar attract such an extensive array of active life science investors as 
does the Anglonordic Biotech Conference. This conference is essential for anyone serious about doing deals or 
looking for investment. 
 
Anna Thorssell, Business Development Manager, Stricent AB 

High quality on the attending companies and presenters! 
 
The kick-off event at the Danish Embassy was very nice and well organized as well.  
 
Jane Worlock, Director, Akthelia Pharmaceuticals 
Very good conference ï especially for licensing and potential VC funding. Keep up the good work! 
 
Martin Welschof, Managing Director, Affitech 

I like ABC because the meeting has critical mass but still provides a private and intimate atmosphere; which is the 
key to high quality interaction and communication. 
 
Per Lek, Senior Partner, Acure Pharma AB 

Nice informal atmosphere, with big pharma, big investors and small biotech companies making it an excellent 
conference to find old and new colleagues and potential partners.  
 
Philip Kendall, Senior Sector Manager, UK Trade & Investment 

I find the conference an invaluable event on the Life Sciences Calendar, and will continue to support it. 
 
Esther Moscatel Mendelsohn, Partner, Kerentech 
Very well organized, a real success, congratulations, once again.  
 
Erik Christensen, CEO, DiaGenic ASA 
A very good meeting place and communication tool for Nordic companies (SME) towards the UK market. Please 
continue the good work. 
 
Loth Hammar, Editor-in-Chief, Biotech Sweden 
A top quality meeting, I look forward to attending next year!  
 
Graham Fewster, Thomson Reuters 

Very Good! 
 
Anna Kalmi, Vice President, Innomedica Ltd 
Great conference with high quality presentations. Right people, right size and right scale. 
 
Jonathan Hepple, Partner, Rosetta Capital 
An excellent opportunity to identify promising investment opportunities 
 
Esben Flindt, CEO, BioLigands 
Great forum - with access to potential investors, partners, and customers. 
 
Ulf Åberg, Business Development Manager, Invest in Skåne 

A very well organised conference, with the salient feature of doing business. 
 
Dr Alasdair Stamps, Director, Biopartner.co.uk Ltd 
It was very well organised and everyone I spoke to seemed very pleased with the day. The partnering went well 
too. 
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Contacts: 
 
If your company would be interested in either participating or to sponsor next year´s event, 
please don’t hesitate to contact one of the following: 
 
Conference organisers: 
Ezenze Ltd   Mattias Johansson 
Phone:   +46 (0)733 37 11 82 
Mail:   mattias.johansson@ezenze.com 
 
Atlas Venture  Hakan Goker 
Phone:   +44 (0)207 529 44 86 
Mail:   hgoker@atlasventure.com 
 
Swedish Trade Council  Brigitta Lado 
Phone:   +44 (0)207 616 40 76 
Mail:   Brigitta.Lado@swedishtrade.se 
 
Innovation Norway  Ole Jørgen Marvik 
Phone:   +44 (0)207 389 88 00 
Mail:   Ole.Jorgen.Marvik@innovasjonnorge.no 
 
Danish Trade Council  Per Kaag Andersen 
Phone:   +44 (0)207 333 02 24 
Mail:   pkande@um.dk 
 
UK Trade & Investment  Philip Kendall 
Phone:   +44 (0)1223 484 672 
Mail:   Philip.Kendall@uktibiotech.org.uk 
 


